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From Secretary Allbee

Welcome to the 2010 
summer edition of 
Vermont Harvest. In this 

issue you will find a variety of 
information including listings of 
farm stands, orchards, wineries, 
farmers’ markets and recipes that 
highlight the bounty of Vermont 
farms. Vermont has always been 
an agricultural leader. Currently, 
we have more farmers’ markets, 
Community Supported Agriculture (CSAs) and 
methane digesters per capita than any other state. 

This year, USDA Deputy Secretary Kathleen 
Merrigan visited Vermont and was so impressed with 
the work of our farmers and communities, she decided 
to record the first segment of her new initiative 
“Know Your Food, Know Your Farmer” website here 
in Vermont. She visited several Vermont farms and 
interviewed farmers and agricultural officials across 
the state to see how Vermont makes “buying local” 
work and connects farmers and consumers. Vermont 
Harvest is a great way to make those connections. 

For the past three years, I have challenged my 
counterparts in each state to an Eat Local National 
Challenge. The Challenge has been well received by 
many states. For our challenge, my wife and I have 
prepared a menu, picked from our garden, visited 
farmers’ markets and co-ops to get the ingredients 
we need for a localvore dinner. This year, we are 
partnering with City Market for the Eat Local National 
Challenge to highlight the importance of buying fresh 
local ingredients when possible and how our state has 
systems in place to make it easy and affordable to buy 
local.

In this issue of Vermont Harvest you will also find 
an article about how Vermont farmers are giving 
back – even when facing their own difficult economic 
circumstances. Vermont farmers and the Agency 
of Agriculture have teamed up with the Vermont 
Foodbank to find ways to provide fresh produce, fruits 
and dairy products for Vermonters who are in need. 

Agriculture is the backbone of our economy and 
communities. It is our heritage and tradition. We have 
our farmers to thank for the open, working landscape 
that makes Vermont unique and beautiful.

— Roger Allbee, Secretary, Agency of Agriculture

The State of Vermont & the Vermont Agency of Agriculture support recycling. We’ve included some useful lists, recipes and other 
information in this publication to encourage you to keep this publication for future use. Most recycling centers in Vermont will gladly 
recycle this publication along with newsprint and other paper.

This publication is funded primarily through a grant provided by USDA. 
The State of Vermont is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer and Provider.

Vermont Harvest 
Salutes “Specialty Crops”

Specialty crops are defined in law as “fruits and 
vegetables, tree nuts, dried fruits and horticulture 
and nursery crops, including floriculture.” This 

definition of specialty crops is intimately tied to the 
definition of horticulture and its various components.  
Important specialty crops in Vermont include apples, 
maple syrup, vegetables, berries, greenhouse and nursery 
crops, Christmas trees and honey.

Overall, specialty crops account for approximately 50% 
of U.S. domestic farm crop value.   Until recently, specialty 
crops have received relatively little consideration in farm 
bill programs. Former USDA Secretary Mike Johanns, in 
comments at the Agricultural Forum in February 2006, 
said: “The value of specialty crops is now equal to the 
value of program crops. And they’ve continued to grow 
over the last couple of decades.” Federal agricultural 
policies are beginning to take into account the high value 
that specialty crops have in U.S. agriculture. Moreover, 
Congress has begun to provide leadership to develop a 
farm bill that affords a greater sense of balance between 
specialty crops and traditional program crops.

The Vermont Grape & 
Wine Council invites 
you and your  family 
to attend the First 
Vermont Vineyard 
and Winery Open House Weekend on August 
21 and 22, 2010.  A weekend long celebration, 

the Open House Weekend is an 
opportunity to learn about one 
of the state’s newest agricultural 
endeavors.  Vineyards and wineries 
will be open for tours, tastings 
and activities to introduce this 
exciting new segment of Vermont 
agriculture. Vermont vineyard and 
winery owners look forward to 
meeting everyone in August! For 
more details, please visit www.
vermontgrapeandwinecouncil.com.

Vermont Vineyard and Winery 
Open House Weekend


